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EVERY 
MONDAY 2 


LA-NERVE CENTA 


BORAG NOEL, EARTHLETS, 

This is a most dangerous time of the year. As I prepare to leave for my an- 
nual visit to my home world of Quaxxann I fear for you. I will be leaving you 
to face the Scourge of the Christmas Pud — alone! Í have warned you before 
of the serious damage excess amounts of this substance can do to your cir- 
cuits, but there is always one grexnix who thinks he knows better. He is th 
one who spends Boxing Day reading dozens of back progs to restore hi 
thrill-power. So beware, Earthlets, and have an extremely zari 
So says the Mighty Tharg and all his droids. 


SPLUNDIG VUR THRIGG! THARG. 


ip Meadows, Wednesbury, W. Midlands, £10 Winner! 


DUNGEONS, DRAGONS AND DUMBOS 
Oy, Tharg, 

_ As a member of the Advanced Dungeons and Dragons (A.D.D.) Players’ Association, | feel it 
right to complain and bring to your notice the ‘Obriun Carnivore’ picture in your prog 286 Nerve 
Centre. This is obviously an ‘Umber Hulk’ as described and illustrated in the A.D.D. Monster 
Manual, the only difference being the name and the addition of the horn. 

Terran N. Robinson, Mosborough, Sheffield. £3 Winner. 
hty Tharg, 

_ Í wish to nominate Earthlet A. James as Grexnix of the Week for his picture of an 'Obriun Car- 
nivore' in prog 286. This is a copy of an ‘Umber Hulk’ which is part of a Terran game called 
Dungeons and Dragons. This monster appears in one of the game's many books. May | suggest a 
Rigelian Hotshot for such an un-zarjaz attempt to cheat your Mighty Self? 

Terran Steve Alan, Stamford, Lincs. £3 Winner. 


More than that, Terran Steve. Judging from the avalanche of letters pointing out this latest un- 
zarjaz example of copying, it seems that nearly every 2000 AD reader is also a follower of this 
Dungeons and Dragons game! Perhaps a better idea would be for all of you to come up with a 
dungeon into which Earthlet James can be put — along with any other grexnix who copies other 
peoples’ work. Meanwhile, fantasy gamers should be on the alert for Slaine — a new mega-thrill 
coming to these pages.in the New Year. 


GAME OF A DIFFERENT KIND 
Dear Tharg, 

1 was playing an adventure game on my BBC Microcomputer today when my man got ‘zapped’ 
by Anorc. "Oh no!” | said. Then the computer asked if | wanted another go. l replied "Yes", and 
called my man 'Fergee the Barbarian’ and then carried on with the new game. My man Fergee 
played better than any other before him, ending up with a chalice, three amulet stones and a helm 
of Evanna amongst his treasure, 

Earthlet Andrew Jackson, Basildon, Essex. £3 Winner. 
THARG'S NERVE CENTRE, 


MODULE MA KING'S REAC TOWER | Зони imagine how well you would have done if you'd called your man ‘Judge Dredd or "Rogue 
STAMFORD STREET, LONDON SET SS ` rooper'. But whatever you do, don't use my name. No computer yet built can survive that 


r =. = - πα | amount of thrill-power. 

List your three favourite stories. 

INTHIS PROG onthe couponand KEEP FIT WITH PROG POWER 
1 enclose it with your entry. Dear Fellow Earthlets, 

Here's how to keep both your thrill-sensors and biceps in trim, at the same time. Carefully lift 
the complete collection of 2000 AD back progs above your head half a dozen times (or more) every 
morning. Knowing that every gram of thrill-power is directly above your head inspires you for the 
day and also keeps you in trim. Don't worry about getting stronger for the weight will increase 
with every new prog. 

Earthlet Sean Cartwright, York.£3 Winner. 
This sounds like a recipe for what you Earthlets call ‘back trouble’, I, Tharg, recommend no more 
than thirty progs at a time. 
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DATA FILE 3 


Svstem: Philips Videopac G7000. 
Main component: Console containing connections to TV and 


keyboard with input and reset buttons plus a full range of let- 
ters and numbers. Two hand controllers connect to console 
and game cartridges plug into slot on top. 

Hand controllers: One type only — jovsticks with action but- 
tons. 

Game cartridges: Over 40 currentiv available from Philips ir 
cluding new combination board-and-video games. New ones 
constantly introduced. 

Positive factors: Currently the cheapest of the three main 
video game systems and the only one with a builtin 
typewriter-style keyboard. This means that games can 
feature a greater variety of activities. Large number of educa- 
tional cartridges including introduction to computing. The 
first system to introduce games combining traditional board- 
game strategy and on-screen TV action. 

Negative factors: Simplified graphics. Has suffered in the 
past from patchy availability of gamé cartridges, though this 
is now being improved. As yet only Philips make cartridges 
for the 67000 一 no other manufacturer plans to market com- 
patible cartridges. Game cartridges incompatible with any 
other system. 


WHAT'S NEW 


Star Raiders, from Atari, puts you in the cockpit seat of a 
star fighter. Equipped with photon torpedoes and all manner 
of tracking and monitoring devices your mission is to seek out 
and destroy enemy Krylon warships headed for your star- 
base. This one player game uses one joystick and Atari's new 
Video Touch Pad (supplied with the game) which controls 
many of the on-screen tracking devices. Amidar and Spider- 
Man are the two latest releases from Parker, both are Atari- 
compatible. 


power supply. Has built-in pressure-sensitive typewriter-style ( 


PART OF THE GAME 


A Club for Gamers 

Like video games but don't like the expense? The 
newly-formed Video Games Club promises its 
members up to 3096 off the recommended retail prices 
of Atari video game cartridges and VCS-compatible 
cartridges from Activision, Imagic, Parker and Apollo. 

In addition, the club organisers have plans for 
regional competitions, special offers and even a com- 
petition with a grand prize of a complete library of 
video games — 71 cartridges in all! 


The Video Games Club is also pioneering a scheme to 
provide handicapped people. with video games 
systems. As the organisers point out, there is increas- 
ing evidence that playing video games actually 
develops co-ordination, concentration and powers of 
decision-making in some handicapped people. 


Life membership to the club costs £25 but a specíal 
one year trial membership is available for just £7.50. Full 
details from: Video Games Club, Dept. 2AD. 
FREEPOST, London E5 9BR. 


BE A 2000 AD CIRCUIT SMASHER! 


There's still time to become one of the first 2000 AD Circuit Smashers! Send details of your high score or fast 
time (must be witnessed and signed by a parent or guardian) to the Nerve Centre address, marking your envelopes 
"Circuit Smasher". Top scorers will have their names printed in future Action Video pages and will win an 
autographed photo of the Mighty One — plus the title 2000 AD Circuit Smasher! 


STATE OF PLAY COSMIC ARK. Imagic (fits Atari VCS). £29.95. 


You are the pilot of the Cosmic Ark. As the game starts 
your ship is undergoing a meteor barrage. You fire the Ark's 
guns and rack up points for each meteor destroyed. If you 
Survive that you come to a planet's surface where you launch 
a shuttlecraft to try and capture two skittish 'beasties'. Suc- 
cessful capture earns you valuable fuel and points. Watch out 
for the automatic planetary defence systems, though. They 
can hit the shuttle and release your cargo before you get it 
aboard. Try to complete your mission and get back to the Ark 
before a warning blast alerts you to renewed meteor activity. 
Survive this assault and move on to the next planet and two. 
more 'beasties'. And so it goes, getting just that bit harder 
each time. A zarjaz game with fine graphics and sound from 
Imagic. Good value with two distinct phases to the game; 
meteor shower and shuttiecraft rescue 


For one and two players. Six game variations. 
THRILL-POWER RATING: 8/10. 
SKILL LEVEL RATING: 7/10. 


BERSERK. Atari. £29.95 


You are trapped in a series of electric mazes where even 
the walls are deadly to touch! You are not alone — an army of 
dangerous, but stupid, robots stalks your every move. Your 
task get the hell out of there! And, on the way, blast as 
many robots as you can to pile up points. However, in most 
games, they can shoot back so keep moving. The robots 
can't shoot through walls so use them for cover (but don't 
touchl), If you're lucky а dumb robot will walk into a wall and 
zap itself, giving you extra points. Escape the maze and, 
presto, you're in a new one with even more robots, all stili 
after you. Oh yes, and there's Evil Otto. This demented 
smiley face bounces in from time to time. A good tip: don't 
hang around. He's very dangerous! You begin the game with 
three lives and earn bonus lives every 1000 and 2000 points. 
The game is over when your lives are used up. This is the sort 
of game Sam Slade would enjoy; robo-hunting the easy way. 
There are no frills. Just simple graphics, point-and-shoot ac- 
tion and a goal of maximum points (up to one million) before 
the robots, or Evil Otto, wipe you out. But it's fun. For one 
player. Twelve game variations. 

THRILL-POWER RATING: 7/10. 
SKILL LEVEL RATING: 6/10. 


WHAT'S COMING 
Films invade the video game market!... Atari bring- 
ing out Raiders of the Lost Ark'cart'next year... TV and 


film companies lining up to enter game field... In 
America 20th Century Fox, CBS and MCA all planning 
'carts' based on their famous properties. 


More Action Video soon. In the meantime, let Tharg know what you think of this zarjaz new information service. 


And remember; keep your joysticks loose! 
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RO-JAWS' FILM OF THE YEAR 
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Scan the future with — ‚10% DISCOUNT COUPON 1 
Part 1 of THARG'S GUIDE TO 1983 | 1, This coupon must be cut out and handed in at port Í 
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OFFER CLOSES 16th JANUARY, 1983, 


Denmark St, 
Please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope, 


O'NEILL- 


